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I. Purpose
To help protect persons served  from medical complications due to adverse reactions of combining over the counter medications and prescription psychotropic medications.  

II. Policy
It is the policy of Tarry House, Inc. to provide secure storage of all medications, prescription and over the counter. Prior to purchase, all persons served must consult with their primary psychiatrist on the advisability of combining over the counter medication with their psychotropic medications.   All persons served must secure over the counter medications in the medication closet.  In the event that a person purchases medications without physician approval, staff are to retain the medication in the office until such time as Recovery Specialist can talk with the Psychiatrist or Licensed Pharmacist to determine drug compatibility. Under no circumstances will persons served be permitted to take over the counter medication without written physicians orders. 

Responsibility

The Executive Director will be responsible for implementing the over the counter medication policy within the agency.  Each staff member on duty is responsible for monitoring persons served purchases and detaining non-prescription medication in the office until the Recovery Specialist or designee has documented Doctor’s approval.

III. Procedure
All medications, psychotropic and non-prescription, must be secured in the locked medication room & closet.  

Persons served will bring over the counter medications to staff for storage. The Recovery Specialist will verify the Doctor’s approval and document accordingly.  In the event that a person served purchases non-prescription medications and brings them back to the facility, staff on duty are to ask the person to have staff secure the medications in the medication room. The Recovery Specialist will be notified in person or by phone and will then verify the Doctor’s approval.
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