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I. Purpose
To establish criteria by which adult Summit County residents who suffer from severe mental illness can be evaluated for admission to Tarry House Respite.

II. Policy
It is the policy of Tarry House, Inc. to admit Summit County residents with mental illness to a safe and supportive environment designed to provide short–term and safe housing.  The Tarry House Respite program is a voluntary program.  All persons considered for admission must have a primary diagnosis of severe mental illness and should show evidence that they are able to function appropriately in the community.  In screening for admission, the person’s presenting problems and need for services will be considered.

III. Procedure
· A referral must be received by the person, family member or on behalf of the person referred from the primary community mental health provider or agency.  
· Potential residents must be able to function without the need for face to face 24-hour supervision and do not need nursing care.

· Potential residents are asked to agree to work with the Tarry House Respite Staff to help meet their needs while at the Respite Facility.  

· Potential candidates are encouraged to be involved in a daily scheduled activity outside Tarry House Respite, such as work, vocational rehabilitation, school, or other day programming which will meet their needs, utilize their strengths and abilities, and fit their preferences.

· If the client has a secondary diagnosis of Substance Abuse or Dependence and a recent history of use, he/she are encouraged to abstain from the use of the substance(s) during his/her residency at Tarry House, Inc.  

· If it is determined that a person is not eligible for admission, the person, as well as the referring agency (with the person’s consent) will be informed of the reason(s). In addition, recommendations will be made for alternative placement. All information pertaining to decisions of ineligibility will be kept on file for six (6) months. The Program Manager retains the right to refuse admission to any person he/she feels would be a danger to self or others or the facility.
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